Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 






i 



Iq the loftancc of a 

Gracious Gentlewoman 

Now in Glory, 



W 



eONVERjSIOr^l 

EXEMPLIFIED! 






i 



Writ tea from her own tnouth and 
Appoiotment , by her dearcft 
Friend : And PubliQied ^ in pur- 
fuance of her defires , for com- 
mon benefit , but efpecially fol* 
her near Relations in the flefli. 
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EPISTLE 

to THE 

READER. 

Reader, 

HefoUovpthg tiifiorji contains 
a Narrative of the Work of 
Converfion uj/on a Geotlc* 
wotnaD^ vpho now enjoyes the 
harveji of that feed- time^ in Glory. At 
the day of 'judgment Jfjc rvill come a- 
gain bringing her Jheaves with her , 
having (^as yoH may here read) fo'ift>fi 
in tears. The unufual way of her tran-^ 
fijtion out of the power of Sat an into 
the Kingdom ofchriji^ intprtjijo deep 
upon her heart jo oft as Jhe refleQedon 
ity as (^ though her confcience was 
firinJ^id with the blood of the Cove- 
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An Epiftle 

nanf^ yet ) pe could not quietly thin^ 
on dyifig y till Jfje had caujed as much 
as ( in jo Unguijhing an ejiate as fhe 
was in ^ Jf)e could call to mind 5 to he 
v^ritten dovpn^ that by the pnyiijhing of 
ity God might be glorified^ andfiuls by 
her example receive jome guidance^ 
comfort dndejiablijhment. Thegreateji 
difcouragement fhe herein met with , 
vpas from a fecret fiirring of vain 
ojhntation^ vphichfhe tp as fi great ^n 
enemy to , as floe jometime thought it 
n?er.e better not to let theje things be 
kpovpn 5 than to eucline tofeek^her own 
name in them. But fl)e then conftdired^ 
that if a Chrijiianfjould omit Jirvice^ 
till he be perfeSly free from ^fulfelf-' 
fiel{ing^ no autyftjonld be done on this 
jicle Heaven, i heref ore flje proceeded 
in her purpofe ^ only de^ring that her 
name fliould not be printed VPith it. 
It vponld fll abigger hoel{^^ than this 
( Ti^hich Jhc direded to be VPrittcn } to 
^''vc the Grace of Chriji inherits fnll 
dht : But my defign is brevity 5 to 

ffhich 



to the Reader^ 

tphicb yet I am not under fo ftriU gm 
Obligation^as to mal^e me wholly filent^ 
nfhile I have a duty to difcJjjrge^ to a 
Saint ^ tphofi Fuithjhonghpe be dead ^ 
Jfeaketh jo exceeding loud. Permit 
me then to write her CharaSer truly ^ 
dndfljortly. 

In freedom from guikjljewas ^ as 
ifjhe had heen twin-fijier ^^'Natha- 
niel 5 and jok' daughter and heretrix 
to plain- hearted Jacob. Love to 
Chrijl and his Mtmhtrs burnt fo hot 
in her ( in this frigid age wherein all 
^Jeekjheir ewn^ as it drank^nf her ra- 
died moijinre in a degree to theJf)ort - 
mng of her life, she did bear thefuffc- 
ring of enemies very uneaftly ^ but the 
wants of friends and fetation s(^ e^c- 
cioijly if they wert in Chriji) mingled 
her pleafant things with gall and 
n^ormwood. Except in a very few in- 
fiances y I never k?ew fuch a IVife^ 
Jncba Child^fuch a SiJier^Juch a Mo- 
ther-in- law 5 Jiish a Friend for re a(it^ 
4ndardencj aflovc. "Tts ^todijjous 
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U this IkkC'Voarxff age to lofefuch a pat - 
tern in the prif^/e of her clayes. Such 
jpas herjelf- devHl humility^ and con- 
jiant finee of (in ^ asfeldom did any 
found come from her lips , in which JJje 
did not complain of^ and condemn 
herCelf: and in private it was her 
conjia^it practice. Never fuch a fin- 
ner pardoned 2nd laved ^ was her 
daily cry. 

In the defer ipf ion of vatnr aland 
moral Bxceliencies^ I have feen Vo- 
lumes written of Suhje&s much infe - 
riohr-^ I fh all J nth fie my f elf in faying 
only^ 'I Lit in her I have feen an end of 
thoje Perfedions. 

llfS heart and bowels are of great ufe 
in hSuinre ^ hei^/g b»th urchite&onical 
pivts'^ and the leaf of a^ffea ions. They 
ivere in her of Jo tender a compofilion ^ 
as the full of her earthly tabernacle at 
thc?:i commenced 5 being deeply woun- 
ded at the calamities of Sufferers^ who 
fomeiimes on one fide ^ fomttimes on 
a^i^ficr , this divided Kingdom hath 



to the Reader^ 

expo fed to that condition. Without 
repentance I an$ affitred God will havt 
am account of her blood ofmanj in^ 
jirnments ofcrueltji , who little thini^ 
they had amy hand in it : fins of igno^ 
ranee being in their nature no more 
Tsenialthan thofe againji l^nowledge^ 
though they are lefs heinous. 

Her eyes were wholly deprived of 
their beloved refifrom Friday night 
//tf Tuefday afternoon ^ when death 
clofidthem , fo far as thoje about her 
could dijcern. Much about two compleat 
dayes and nights fhe wrejiled under 
fnorc immediate gripes of death and it 
vpos , that what Cod had info great 
plenty given her , might have its due 
exercife for his glory i Ifw as indeed a 
time offharp tryal^ but not the leaji 
prevailing againfl her faith andpati^ 
ence. Her faying was ^ My pain is 
great, but God is good ftill. He rc- 
ftrains Satan from troubling me in 
the leail. I feel no raviQiiag joy^ 
but I have fetled peace in believing. 



An Epiftle 

]( was wont to be troubled at the 
cbnfidcration of the putrefaftion 
of my body in the gravcjthat it 
tfiuft be feparated from the fociety 
of men 5 and be wraptup ipdark- 
nefSjbut I am now beyond all thofe 
things, and Ipng to be at red. 

In vpords to this pur f of e jhe oft ex- 
freji her mind.Oncefiefaid^U is hard 
work to be under the Arrcft of 
peatb^as I am^with all my fences in 
their free exercife. she oftexprejfed 
fear of being held long under thofe 
fains:^yet mth child- lil^c Jubmijjion^ 
lik§that ofchrifi trbenheprajedyth'At 
tnc Gup might pafs from hiaij rpbnh 
h VPOi drinkjfig. And they were both 
heard in the thing they feared --^ for the 
dnp pajfcdfrom Chriji fo foon as his 
fv.tyer was ended'-^and her patience n\fs 
irotra^ed Jill Death hadfct her free. 

Cn the Monday morning before fie 

dyed^a worthy friend of 

(lir. Cary U hers ^and choice Minijler 

oftbe Gojlel^ came to fee 



to the Reader. 

her J andj^.tk? ^o her of the Glory (h^ 
tvasoqinginto^and the rrjji God hid led 
heir in unto it ^ and grayed rcith her. 
when he had taken hk have 5 jhc told 
f»e^Jloe perceived hewasJentofGodto 
fcatter fame Clouds that were gather- 
ifig about her ^ when he camejn, hnthii 
gracious Words hxd chafed uway that 
dari^ftefs. During the jtven years 
wherein 1 enjoyed her \ jlje rvonld vtry 
frequently ijjut forth in difcourje of 
Eternity^ and Djten would fay ^ What 
(hall I do when I come to lanch in- 
to that Ocean } The frequent coni 
. ttmflation of it made it eape to her at 
lajii^for when her time came to change 
herjiation^Jhe diditwitbjuch chear- 
fulnefs that her dear Friends and Ac-* . 
quaintance feeing her ^badtheir fhrrow 
for farting with it battancedwith Joy^ 
So deep was the fence pe had of the 
fiati of fouls departed^in regard oft he 
tfnchangeablen^^ of their condition^ as 
I have known her jhed plenty of tears 
forfome^ whofe lives gave littU fco^es^ 
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though Jlje had vo relation to them. 
T^one needed other attraSive of her 
love^than to VPdlkjpith God , and en- 
deavour to refcue fouls pom Sat an. she 
loved children exceedingly^ and could 
not bear their harduftge ^ and would 
fr^queniljfiy^ (he hated the oame of 
a N' '■ cr-in-law j and could not en^ 
dun tothink^her jelfin that relation^ 
hua'Hje it mis generally the occa^on of 
fo much cruelty and wrong. When Jfje 
met with any poor child^ whofe count e- 
nance and habit declared his conditio- 
on hard h Look on that poor child y 
fiidjbe 5 I fear it hath a Mother-in - 
iaw. s(:ie delighted much to tall^with 
young ones^ and was very afiduomto 
take occasion to open their damnable 
JidU by nature to them^andthe reme- 
dy provided , which fb: alwayes did in 
J J plain an affectionate mauner ^ as I ' 
did judge her the heji accomfUJljedto 
jpiakjo Juch hearers of any that ever I 
did hear preach. Nor let this part of 
her worth be hoiked u^on VPith an un- 
der * 



§ 
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dervaluiffg eye: For if (awcf/g other 
fubjeSs) the Kingdom ojf Heaven ron* 
(tfi ^little ones , then thoje thatjhcw 
^fbem the way to it. will doulftlefjbine 
Uk^ Starsfor ever andcver^ 

ijPiU fftuch more benefited by her 
example in the fraHick fart ofChrijii^ 
anitj ( and therein thetruevalue and 
dignity of it confijh ) than I was able 
to requite in contributing to her l^now-^ 
ledge in the Theory of it ^ of which be* 
nefit noiwithfiandingjl^e made menti - 
Of^ frequently acknowledging CoU's 
mercy to her in it. 

If it hefaid by feme (^and I make no 

quyiion it mil be ^ or at leafi thought 5 

fer the Jtnful mind of man will fuggefi 

any thing ^ tofecure itfelffiom Convi- 

ffion of being in a carnal ^ feriflnng^ 

damnable fiatc^all the time it isfo^the 

Devil was once very fir ong in this Wo- 

van ^he tempted her to great fin s^^and 

rought her almofi to dej^^uir . / than\ 

'od Almighty ^ he ncvt r had fo much 

jper over me^lhave ivtr been 0^ ^ooA» 
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hope :; if you call this Cotiverdon^ ^eep it 
ioyoHtfelf^ and much good may it do 
y^Hi hut God hie fs me ^and every good 
Body fiomJHch a Condition. - 

To this I fay in general^ that I have 
notfnchfiore of words ^ as out of them 
lean fick^ and chujefime to give this 
Objecior his due , he being the Jpaipn , 
andextraS of folly andfelf-confidence. 
JiHt that this which he contemns , is 
Converfion ^ «^ notorioufiy kf^own to all 
the children offVifdom--^ and it is a 
Jiate wherein every one that's notffund 
before Death removes bis habitation , 
will undoubtedly perifh. ' 1 JI)aU cer^ 
tainly meet with him who agrees not 
with me herein^ at a place ^ where he 
will he of my mind. 

The Devil never was f0flrong with 
mcy (faith he ) as to lead me intofuch 
dijirejs. 

And bow mjl^e you that appear ^you 

fnor^ out the evidence of it in your A- 

pophSich^fit : you are weB becaufeyou 

j^el^otjomftck^efs^and whole becaufe 



to the Reader^ 

your Tt^ound xhtohs not. a dead man 
may jo drgue^you never l^nc^ the Devils 
terrtfyingrage: that's hecAnfeyoii are . 
under his reign. Princes Iciy not War 
againjisnbje&s that pay ike7/j due alle- 
gtancc\nor doth the Aiafier of the houje 
nsufitr up his pcwcrs fo lor gas none 
attempt to difpojfefs him. 1 he Keeper 
cfaprifonk quiet vphilehk Prifinert 
are Jo ^ but if he pteps in at a crevice ^ 
or by lifiening ^perceives them tinkgr^ 
ing mth their Fetters ^ or making the 
leaji provifton for an efcape^ he doubles 
bk Guards , and encreajes their weight 
of Iron. Nt^, to defcend from Men to 
the behaviour ofBeajis , ask^ Job and 
he mil tell thee Job 6 •5. that the mid 
jifs doth not bray when hehathgraf} 
enough ^ nor the Oxe Ictv over hisfoJ 
der. Jgnorance^in rchich thou art held^ 
is a^ chain long enough to ta^ in the 
lihks of evtry luji. Jet cryefi thou^ the 
J^evii hj'h not Juch povcer ever me. 
Kroii uTiUhed man^ that the reign of 
fn wake.^ a man jet z ant to it : and un^ 
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to the Reader. 

htfort they admit him to have any ai 
all .<? vrhereas in truth the chain of an 
unjan&jfitd ejiate ftcures the Devils 
pojjejjion in all who are held ifj it. aB 
ik^ Pr if oners in Newgate are not 
there for Treafon^ or Murther^yet they 
may be in for that ^ that wiU as cer- 
tainly ftnd them ^^ Tyburn. 

BnffiillyoH hrge^ What mak§yoH of 
us f We have peace , and you that tail 

jour felves the People of Gpd have no 
more : we worfbip God as well as you ^ 
and what wouldyou have us do ? 

It is true , you have peace 5 dnd 
the People of God have no more ^ it 
may be not Jo much. The fault J find 
if with the ]N[att/re of your Peace. Theirs 
and yottrs too ^ is a Peace that paffeib 
all underjiandingtbut in very different 

fenjes. For what peace to the wick- 
cdj fs-thmy God ? 

2 OH worfliip God as well as thty: not 

fo vcjU ( Friend) though as much ; for 

jours is Juperjiitious ^ formal^ fi^fi^J 

H^ofjhip^ tendered to deity cr^aUclVti 

JQW 
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your orvH fancy : theirs the Oblathfts 
offpiritud ifijiitHted IVvrjhip to the 
God that Piade Heaven and Earth ^ 
and thevpjdesea. 

Things Jiandifig thus^asl^yotirjclves . 
hovfi it will fart with you^when you mufi 
excLwgeyour rrell*adorned Galleries^ 
for the darkjind cloudy Wall{S of tem- 
poral and eternal Death : Tour plea- 
Jam bathing Tffbs for Rivers of bur- 
ning Pitch 5 when thofe Feins and 
Arteries of your Bodies^ wherein heal^ 
thy blood , and livtly fpirits ride cir- 
cnit^Jloall be filldwith Fire and Brim- 
ftone-^ andthifjiate to endure for ever, 
I fear then you will find the Dtvil 
firong inyoH^ and that a good conditio 
on ^ that^oH pray God to deliver you ^ 
and every good body from. Give me 
have in the mean while to advance mj 
Vrayer againfl yours ^ that God would 
bring every loji. Soul into the faving 
fence of its lojinefs : and that thefi 
darts might fall into your Conjciences^ 
4nd remain im the wound till ihcy 






to the Reader. 

k drawn out by the hdnd of the Spirit% 
and healed by the Blood of the Cro^^ 
And let thcje read here the great fVor^f 
of God (and be comforted ^ fireng^ 
thened andejiablifhed) vphoje tternal 
happine^(in the dejpijed vp^y of grace} 
isfecured , affuring thentfelvts ^ that 
he that hath begun » gOod VPorl^ im j 
thent , will' perfeS it : in no wife 
caftimg them auay that iome to him^ 
or failing tofave to the ntntoji all thai 
come to God by him. It k true, the 
gate is fir ait ^and the TOay narrow thai 
leadeth to Life ^ notfb much in itfelf^ 
but from htindfinful manjwho cboofet 
any of the broad w ayes that fin prefents 
before it. The difficulties that this holjf 
Woman found in it ^Jhe hath here de^ 
clared^and direSed to be made public Jf^^ 
partly to bear her tefiimdny againfi 
thofi who thinks othernoife. She vpoo 
careful that it might be in tetms that 
fhould give nojuji offence , fearing t0 
ofendthe Jew, ^r Greck^^/* Church , 

B di 
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of Chrift, a^d endiavcuriftgyfo much 
06 fljc could ^tPithout fin ^ to comply 
with i)ll 3 (hat (he might gain fome : 
to which end , though Jhe wrote it not 
mth her own hand (as being too infirm 
forjuch a worl^^^yet having diffdted it^ 
Jhe oft examned it , and caufedfome 
Mterations te be made in it^ after they 
were wrote : fo that a W^U wrote by m 
Lawyer or Scrivener^kiio lefS truly the 
Te/iators than this was hers. 

Before lend this Preface ^ give me 
have to inform you int'j whatfamdi-- 
arity fhe was groan with Death ^fome 
months befure fl)e met with it. ItU: 
called in Scripture f the ]fkSng of Ter- 
rors 3 and notorioujly i^nown to have 
amazed the boldeji C&f/Jinutions^ yea^ 
and thofcjometimes who have attained 
to good Meafures in grace. But GoJ^ 
tojbevphis s over aignty abound thic Le- 
viathao/^r hkHandpmd to flay with^ 
and made it herjervant ^ injomuch aa 

fhecalltdit ber Fathers maofent to 

fetch 
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fetch her from School : Am4 npon a 
timc^ahoHt two i»onths bcfoTM Jbe dyed^ 
jhting with her , fljcfiU into this difi 
tourfe with mt: My dear ( Jaidjhe) I 
ihall be io Heavea this Winter. I 
pray take care of this poor body of 
mine when I atb dead; for Death 
cannot feparatc it fromChrifti^od 
therefore fee that it beufed come* 
\y. Let me beg you to clofe mine 
eyes your felf , and let notfoolifli 
pafHon keep you from rejoycing at 
my bappinefs in that hour. Let my 
chin be kept from falling 9 by pin- 
ning the ends of tny pinner utider 
it 5 and when it is ftiff with cold^ 
then leave them loofe ^ but put 00 
tio mufler. When I am put in m^ 
Coffin , raife my head with z finalt 
pillow, and turn it to one fide^that 
it may refemble fleep , and as littlif 
cf ghaftlinefs appiear in it as may 
bew Were it your lot to deplrt be- 
fore me 9 I would do the like for 

B 2 ^^\t 
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you and fnore^odt out of hardoefs 
of hearty but intirc love. As incon- 
pderable as thk mayftem^ ikpovonot 
vphy it Jhouldnotbe here recorded^ as 
. ireZ? ^Jofcph^s charge to ku Brethren 
concerning hk hones in the Scripture^ 
being an aS of Faith as hit vsas. Beimg 
not like ever to meet mthjnch afub- 
je3 wbilfi I live^ IwouldwilAngly 
makf this Entry larger^ but mine 
heart fi much affe&s mine eyes ^ that 
1 cannot Jee to hold open the door any 
Unger. * 
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CONVERSION 

Exemplified. 

' Y Birth being in i Family 
which (iccoiding to the va- 
lue put upon thio^ of that 
nature ) is tble to make u 
large a dcmonftrTtionof Aii- 
titjuiiy^from honourable AnceAor$, at the 
geneiality of that lank of Pcifoni can io t 
I had withill.thc BtclGng'ot that Education 
in it , which tnight free me fiom being a 
difhonour to it , being bred in the bcft and 
rooA ingenious wiycs, that that place, and 
the diflradion of the times, by reafonof 
civil Wars ^ which b^in in my Child- 
hood , and continued till my grown Age ) 
cpuld afford. , ' 

It was (to the heft' of my rememhrance) 
about the tenth year of my age , wheti Sod 
f who it rich iti tnerqr^ began to dedarc ■ 
dcfrgnupon nie , locked up ia the Cc«L«tcA 
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hij Counfcls b:forc the foundations of the 
Woild were laid , of bringing me Co the 
knowledge of himfdfm thefice of Jcfiis 
Chrift i to whom though I was born an E- 
B|fmy,andof whofe Natures, Eerfons,Qffi' 
CiS and Ordinances I was fiupidly igno* 
rant , yet by the woiH of his own Spirit, 
and iff. Auat teachings of it, I became fa 
well acquainted with thofe great Myftc* 
|!cs IB the true fubflance of them, and 
that without the ordinary help of mans 
teaching ( of which that place was want** 
ing ) as ( was thereby in the infancy of my 
life enabled to receive the (atisfadion of 
a Mediator , to the judification of my pci^ 
(bn, and the spirit of the fame Mediator 
for thcfan^iHcationof my nature.and that 
fome years before I undcrftcod them in 
their diftin^ and proper terms. Upon this 
(b choice and lignal LoveJ cannot think at' 
any time fertoully, without waihing the 
feet pf him with Teats, who loved me,an4 
wa(hed m: in his own Blood : To him be 
plory for ever. 

The method which the holy Ghoft uftd 

IP bringing unc to God through Chrift, was 

that ^iikh he qbferyes in the ordiiiry rx* 

ccution of his; work, as I have fince been 

iafpimtd hy Tcadicis of the Gofpcl , and 



expet kneed ChriAiins, widh whom thf n I 
had not the like acquaintance! and it waf 
firft by convincing me of tin, and then of 
righrcoufnefi i the niannef . rhuf. Satan 
mingled his temptation withachildifli dt(l 
poQtion of waggery in me , and fiirred me 
up to hurt one of my Btotfiers in his fUcp, 
out of no reafoD , but an mclination ro do 
harm. God ( who wants not means to 
break thi Serpents head; took acca[tion 
from hence to prcient mc with the view 
of my nature , how vile it was ^ that it 
fiiould be tding in me to pi ovoke mt to 
huirt an innocent Babe in his deep , yea , a 
Brother » who was as deartonoe as mine 
own life. 

A window being thus opened, plenty of 
Light (hcd it fcK in , whcrtby I wa% dif- 
covered to my felf, and that diUovery W4S 
attended with fo much terrour , and fence 
of eternal wrath from God , due to me, a 
guilty (inner , as the Bed I then lay upon 
afforded me no eafe » from which I aroft 
in the dark and filent night ^ to lament my 
felf and woful date ; It was a dreadful time» 
never to be forgotten of me* 

Sitan finding himfelf under fo unexpe* 
Aed a defeat , purfued his work to coun« 
ccrtqine the W(Mrk of God thus begun iti 



(8; 

mc : and in order thereunto befprcad pny 
troubled foul with plenty pi ticry Dirts. 
The Hrti thatrhe preli me to, was Marcher, 
and that of l^y near R&Utions-> this by the 
afljfiancc of God , I foon caQ out , being 
convinced how inn pious , abominable and 
, pnnatural it wa$ todcftroy my be(t Friends. 
Theahe urged mc to naake away my felf 
tit a Reprobate wiiliout hope ; but this I 
looked atas rrere unnatural than the other. 
Nature (as polluted as it was) ftood ama- 
zed, and cxcr^ifcd great rcludancy againft 
thefcb'oody Temptation*. 

NcvcrthelcfSfpcrpIex^d I was in a dread-* 
ful meafure , and knew not what to do : 
Goff el I was ignorant of, though I had 
read it often h tot the yaile was over my 
heart,and the Scriptures were tome a Book 
ciafpcd up,having neither from Sermons or 
Conferences ever received help or light , 
whereby fpintually to undeiSand them » 
without which they ate but a dead and 
deadiy letter. 

To communicate my condition to any, 
I judged it mod uqadvifed « bccaufe I 
knew none that underftood it.. For, for 
rhofe of my acquaintance who I did think 
knew nnoft of the way to Heaven, I had 
dlivaysobterved^chat they counted woifnds 

oiF 



(9) 

of confcienceforrin^mclancholf (its. And ' 
if the wound were deeper and more fmtr* 
ting jthan ordtntry , then they eAeemed 
fhetn maddifli upon whom it was , and 
thatitbefel them for being guilty of fomc 
foul feaet (in » worfc than themfclves had 
ever committed. And 1 did fear if they 
ifcnew my cafe , they would think no bet- 
ter on-c. In which refpcd I was very care* 
ful to hide it from them. 

Being it this fet , I turned addc froni 
my hhfk thoughts , a\id faid to my hearty 
(%s Solomon in another cafe ) Goto ^ I mU 
try thee with mrtk^ I fought diycrjGon in 
merry company , axid would thereby hive 
abated the rage of my guilty confciencCi as 
Cain fought to do by building of Cities. 

This remedy cncreafed the difeafc » for 
ft multiplied (in in mc, and God tbt reupon 
multiplied my forrows. 

The Way being by his Providence thus 
hedged up with thorns about mc , I knew 
not how to get out. This path at length 
bedircovcrcd foinc , that if I would, ^vcit 
be at peace I mufi get my (in pardoned, in 
regard that it was mo(l evrdcnt that all nqor 
angu](h and torment proceeded fromih^ 
guilt of unpardoned (in. ^ 
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This I fof thwieh doled with, being un- 
der clear con?i<ftioii of ebe irach of it 
Then thought I , If I^ould have tny Rns 
pardoned , and get God to be toy friend, 1 
muft ferve him better than I have done 
yet. Here I fell moft intently upon feek< 
ing Righteoufocfs by the works of the 
Law^ I read the BiHe and the PraOia 
sf Piety , and (uch other Books as I could 
get, that treated of a godly and devout 
. converfation. I fet upon private Prayer , 
and , at a help to it , gbt Praycr-booki 
which I did u(e , having been fo ignottnt- 
ly educated as to know no better. 

From thefc Written Prayers I cannot 
fay I (bund not any help » but tery little 
I am fure , they being too dull and lazy a 
way to <}aicken a poor (bul that was gaf- 
ping for life. When Children are very 
young they will f wallow meat of the 
Narfcs chewing, but when they are grown 
and have teeth , they uie them* , and loath 
that which is prepared by others. Thus it 
was with me in this cafe , having then no 
prqudice begotten in me againft them , by 
converCing with thofe that were formerly 
called PuritMHS, Setiariis ^ Schifrtigtickj ^ 
and now called Pbgnatickj , of whtdi fort 
cf People I then knew iiot vx\ ^ nor had 



read theif Books. But I* do difchaf gc my 

confciehce upon my dying- bed , in dccU* 

ring my experience for the informicion of 

fuch as need it : praying earncAly , that 

fhc Tcftimony of a poor confumcd dying 

creature , lili^ht prevaile with thofe , to 

whom the knowledge hereof (hall come « 

who think it worihip enough to reade over 

a Prayer certain times in a day , to diflruft 

their condition beforr^it is paft cure: I 

have nor parts i-and if 1 had , Lwould not 

here imploy theiti to difputt the point of 

ftinted forms of Prayer , invented by fome 

for the ufe of others. Only thif I did ex- 

perience, that the immediate (ighs , groans 

and longing dcfires of my heart , fome* 

times expieA without words, fometime in 

fuch wordsas occurred to my memory , 

were gracioufly anfwered, ind confequent* 

ly accepted of God i and coiifcquently to 

that wrought by his spirit, whofe office is 

to be an Advocate in us, as Chriftisfojp 

us , let the blind carnal world think and 

fpeak what they pleafe to the contraty. 

My wants were fuch, as I found no^printed' 

Prayer that took notice of them : and 

whether thofe Form- makers ever knew 

them or no, I will not judge : but if the 

Form-ufcxs were as tutd toWo'Vit^ ^\V 



was ) I believe they would ctfi tway their 
cratches ^ and (crambte foiward with their 
own legs: I think their didtefi woi^ld not 
allow thccn time to look for a book. S^ 
Pf ifoner condeoaned at the Bar begs for 
his Life, without the help ofaPctitioii 
written i and fuch was nay cafe. 

But toretpirn hotq cbi^ digrellion to the 
fielation of the Aate I fiood in at ithis timc« 
It was » as I fatd a little before ^ a ftate of 
rigbrcoufncfs by perfonal obedience » fpr 
I wti them 0ftbc v^orks ^f^k^ ^^^ > *^ ^^^ 
Apoflle'i phrafe is, GaL 3. |0. I Ay, ofrhc 
MKXfki of the Law , as of a trade in which 
I thought to earn eternal life , and cpn(e« 
fuently I was under the cur(e , becaqfe it 
is wxittenXMrffdif.evi.fy one that e^ntinunk 
mt in all things mitUn in the book^oftbe 
ILap^ , to d9 tbem» 

It IS ndthing I can boaft of , and very 
little I can lay , as to what I did in this 
caie , to render my felf wdl-pleaiing to 
God , and acceptable in his tight : 'but; 
what I could I did in wortis^pf piety an4 
charity/ I thought ipoft reverently of 
all perfons in whorn I did difeern « 
l^ti& and circumfped conveifation , Of 
would ^t any time fpeak of Qod or Holi- 
tfifs with any zeal or aflcdioo. My iodig* 



nation being no \cfs kindled agiinft the 
contrary , cfpecially tho(c who were ctlkd 
the Clergy, What I then obferved among 
fomc of chatrink^ was then , is flill , and 
for ever will be the abhortency of my (buf^ 
bat to mention it I ahi aOiimed. Unhap* 
py Englant , who art greatly infcftcd with 
this generation^ For, if S alt baXblolt its 
favour , wbiYtWith (hxD it tefcafmed f and 
if the hlind lead the blind , both mvft jaU tiira 
the ditch. 

I was for fboie years toflcd in this Sea , 
where I found no calm , nor any bottom 
to eaft anchor in » having the knowledge 
of fin , but not of grace. I judged my fcif 
the worfl of finners , and ott wi(h'd I had 
never been born : increafing my fin by that 
wi(h. Walking (bmetimcs alone, when 
my fellows were in the pleafure of their 
childifh fporcs , I thought them bleffed in 
comparifon of my felf , as being cot guilty 
6i fuch (ins as I was guilty oK By thcfe 
fleps did the work of deep huaiiliatiaon and 
bittvr mourning for fin proceed in me* 
And to cl^at precipice was I brought , that 
though God put under his hand fecretly , 
and A\A (iipport nUe , yet in mine own 
thoughts I wax oft at the brink of utter 
deipaifc. Hie dreadful ut&^u^vasc^ ^ 
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appearing before the Judgement Seat of 
Chrift canne into my mindl« 

The firft repre(bnta(ion I had ofhim , 
was, that to him wis commuted the Judg* 
meat of (he great Day , and that he would 
cxercife that Authority to my Condem- 
nation \ uniefs I obtained mercy and fa« 
vour from him. Now nptwith(tandingl 
had oft read the iiory ol Carilh fuAcrings, 
and wept in reading it , being greatly af- 
fe^cdwith it, and had a very highreve- 
fCfKC about the Sacrament of his Supper , 
biding iiiflitMtcd to preferve the themorial 
of thofe (ufTccings : Yet now I perceive 
( and have done long ) that thofe were but 
humane pallions working upon anobjc^ 
of great ferrowi , but no fanftified aflPci^i* 
ons, moved through a due fence of the 
meritorious caufe of Chri&^s paflion , and 
cpnfcquently altogether without any fa* 
ving knowledge ot him. Let fuch as re- 
semble me in that frame of heart , kaow, 
that they deal with Chrifti as Heathens do 
with their idol gods. 

Now before I had this Co near a difco- 
veiy of Ch: ift » all my care was to pkafc 
God withoul his medittion : For 1 did 
think him M peace with mc already , and 
chat I had obtained bis favour by my love 
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fd him, cxpreffing it fclf in the mtimeK 
before related. 

This I hive (incc much obiervtd to be 
the cafe of poor fcnflefsfoulf , ncTeref- 
kitutWy touchM with the fence of fin » 
The title of a Chriftim end the common 
notion of Qirift, quiets end plea(es them 
fufSciently, fiying in efled, Let QS go 
with thee and bear thy name , but we will 
eat our own bread. But God left tne not 
to this pafs , but caiifed the real Ma jcfly 
and greatnefs of his Son fo to bicak out 
upon me , as to convince me that thefiime 
honour was due tp him that was due to the 
Father > and that I muft apply to him 
as the oneiy Peace^maker and Mediator 
betwecd Gud and my ioul. At this time 
was the Scripture fulfilled in me , which 
faith , No than epmeth to the Fatbtf but by 
the S0n f and again , No man Cometh to me^ 
exceft the Father draw bm» 

Satan/rom whom before this time I had 
received no tcmptition concerning Chiiftt 
( like a Lyon in a fecming fl^.ep ) toufed 
himfclf with great fury ar>d t;igc , that if 
poffiblc he might keep mr from behevfng, 
and doling with God in a Covenant of 
Grace. The firft fcrrpic he csft;n. was. 
With what falcty or prudence I cuulc i^4« 
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^entvatc rhy efernil happinefs upon him » 
of whom Co great a Qj^dion was in the 
world, whether be were the Son of God 
orno? 

Tohjclp fny (clfagainfi this , I read the 
Htftory of him in the EvaogcUfts^but could 
not dp it pe/iceabljr , for ttic blafphcmies 
injcdted by Satan into my thoughts con - 
cetning him:By this means, the old wound 
of my Confcience , not ycc healed , began 
igain to throb and bleed afreQi : Faith , 
which carnal people fpeak of as if they 
wore it in their Pockets , I found hard, to 
a degree of diiliculty next impoflrble : My 
deiircs prcfi vehemently after Faith , but 
found no adherence to or refiingon Chrift, 
which I could perceive or take comfort 
from : For while! read, meditated of, and 
(ought to Jcfus Chrifl, I could find nothing 
but unbelieving , undervaluing thoughts, 
partly ari(ing frotn mine own heart , and 
partly caft in by Satan. At length* having 
fperft many fad and weary hours in (earcb^ 
irg , I met with the Parable of the unjuft 
Judge, recorded, Lukf i8. i, 2^ 3, &c. uir- 
der which Chrift recommends to us impor- - 
tunuy in prayer, from the example of him, 
who admintftred Juftice to a poor Widow, 
to f/ce himfclf Irom the trouble he fore^ 
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Taw (he would giv^ hijn, thongb he feaied 
not God, nor f egirdcd Mm. The Spirit of 
Qod fee this (b home upon me, at cloHng 
the book fuddenly^ I faid within my Ccu^ 
Is it cren fo ! then Lord I will nc Vcr give 
thcc rcfl, but my foul (hall with thy graci- 
ous Aflliftancc. follow hard after thcc till 
I have found the i hing I fcek. Upon this I 
found feme daw;itogs of Faith and Hope » 
yet was this twilight foon made datkb]^ 
the advantage Satan took of my wcaknefi^ 
fo recover in what degree he could his al* 
moft lofl pofTcilion. To the beft of myrc* 
membsancc I was cxcrci(ed in this manner^ 
with various difquietmencs, for the (^ace 
of three years -^ which while I jrevotVed in 
my mind meditatuigon my condition, and 
walking alone, this Scripture was (uggcft* 
f d to me, Por d little mcmeni have I bid my' 
pite fiom tbee^ ht mtb everidfting ifndnep 
Wii I return to tbee^ fmth the tor4. Ar tht 
fird view I knew it to be Sctipture^but un- 
dcrRood" it not under the notion of a Go- 
fpel- promiie, as being then unacquainted 
with that term Bat this was nor more per- 
tinent than fcafonaUe \ the Confblafion 
iffaing from it, being imprcft Vcty deep 
upon me, I fell to re Jon from it *, What if 
God hides his face from mc for a feafbn. 
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which I think long > admit alt my fltyet: 
y€f»itisbut a moment to Eternity i anc 
the happinefi of being received into favouj 
at hft, will fwaliow up all my grief in thi 
intifim^ and that in a moment to be fiurt .. 

Thf HiAory of ^r»Piuri ConverfioWjV^ki 
a great inducement to my Faith alio at thii 
time In the ftiength of that, which I had 
by this means obtained, I rcTolved to gc 
fore ward, waiting the good pleafurc of th< 
Lord for further manitefiations. 

The next ctiftblifbmcnt I received, was. 
by reading the fioiy of one cured by Chri£ 
of Blindnc(S| J^kmg. In reading whicfa 
Ghipter, I ^rerved the manner of th< 
cure, and the confcqaence of it. 

I, took notice of the behaviour of the 
fc^ypocritical, rebellious, gain- faying Phi^ 
iiiecs,.towardshimon whom the .miracle 
was wrought, and ef their opprpbfioai 
Bbfphemits againli him that wrought it. 
I found my heart cleaving to the man that 
was healed for owning Ctirift, and my ha- 
tred kindled againft them, who upon this 
occaGen, did reproach and vilifie him. Tel 
withall, the old Tempter played his game, 
vexing me with in(inuations,that for ought 
I knew the Pharifees (pake true of him. 
hcing hereby put into ai unquiet frame, I 
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Eire Iimcnting the' hardncfi of mf hcarf > 
kni concluding 1 coold not obtiin Mercy 
tfthishand^of whom I wasapr tocntcr* 
Cain fuchbife thoughts : H:rciipon, cho* 
tOH^wcMtnefs^ and heavincfs of Tpirit^ I 
fell into a flumbtr, in which Chrift feem* 
t^dioappcftrcome, wi(h his breaft open^ 
and Blood ifliiiitg out as >yatcr from a 
Founram^ iind utcercd thele words, viz, 
C^me^ dun\ffccfy^afiik€faitpd* Upon this 
icrvifation, Ifccmed to draW near td him, 
and to dfifik of his Blood abundantly, and 
with great plcafure i continuing fiill third- 
ing/ fad drinking, while I awoke from- 
fkcp^aiid found my fclf gafping fof breathy 
tfndfoul and*bedy rcfrciht as with a rich 
Cordial ; My foul^va^ hereby greatly melt* 
«d with love to Chrift, for condefcend- 
ing to ne in fo great aftrait, with lb mvkzW 
scndirnefs and tamiliarity \ and, 1 did re-' 
Iblvc to believe in him with the fame ear*^ 
nefinefs with which in my dream I ifeem* 
ed to df ink^ in hi« Blood. From that time * 
I began to have iht (enfe of hii Love, and 
enjoyment of* hit P/cfence : yet not with- 
out oppofitiotrr^ fdr Sitan infiantly ftept 
in, and told die it was but a dream s ^nd '■ 
would I be 'fo foalifli as tobottomSoul- 
comfost upoB dfcims ^ 
I . . C a \vv- 
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I infweffcd, That I would coc contend 
iboat the nature of thif drein^bat furcl 
WiS, rhat when I was awakqocd out of it^ 
God did enable me to bcfpcve more ftcd^ 
fiQly than before ) and^this I looked upon 
as a (bund argument of comfort. 

After this I continued with much move 
Peace, Light, and diredion whence fo^ 
Cctch P^ace of Conlcience, than I haft fof • 
mcrly been acq jainced with, till the Forge 
of H*U had formed another Weapon Co 
break this Work in me : which was by per* 
fwading mc. That the Scripture was not 
the Word of God, but meetly of mMi*s in* 
TentioQ : aqd if (b^ it was but an imagioa* 
ry Chf tft I bclicTcd in, and a faincd faith 
I took comfort from : Nayi and further, 
that if the Scriptures were not of God, no^ 
Chrifi a real Siviour, then was^ there no 
God at all» and fo all my labour lofi ia 
fteking him.Thus the Dc?il coucht histr* 
gumetit, making one thing very dependent 
on another^Fpr certainly if there is a God« 
he hath revealed himleif t and if not in 
the Scriptures, no whercTo this afliaranct 
God haih now in great cnercy brought 
roc; but in the infancy of my Comrertoiit 
it was not Co with me. For (b far was I left 
to the clofe puriuit of my IpiritMl £nemy» 

ud 
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•nS lunk Co low undtr liis firong Af* 
AukS| as I fccmcd (bmetime to conclude! 
There was neither Hcatcn nor Hcll^ Oo4 
nor Dcvil. Behold how pitcious a Crea- 
ture was I ! who without God^s fpecial 
AiCfiancc, (hould hatre been led (O dcter« 
aune agaiofi mine own tryed experience, 
m^if^ogf more certain thtn thojje objcds. 
aii^ which £en(e is converfant ! For be* , 
fore this I had enjoyed the Piefcnce of 
God^ and fome tafie of his heavenly Com- 
forts i and felt the power of S^Cin with 
ibmc fcorchings of hcliiih anguifll. But 
retnaining under this diflircG, doubting 
whether there was a God, yet thinking 
there was, and honouring chofe that walk- 
ed conictonably, bccaufc I fuppoicd they 
H knew iti I pttcht upon this i If there b^ a 
Ekiril, finely th^re is a God. Hereupon, 
though I were of a very timerous nature, 
I oft reported inio datk and lonefome pla- 
ces, hoping to fee the Devil, as a means to 
convince me that there Was a Goi. 

This is put down, to (hew the exf remiry 
bf my Temptation, and folly of (ceking 
that way of relief. While I was under this 
Tryal, I perceived, that by it Sitan ci^- 
dtavoured to bring me to a licciiciotts 
f oarfe qH kfck Fof if no God^ not Dcvvl^ 
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Heaven nor Hell, what neeJ a man caie 
iyhit hcfpfiik?, thinks, or doth, further 
than to accomphih his luftful dcfigns, and 
fatisfic the flcfli ? Let theni consider whofe 
works they do,and what thelt wayes with^ 
out Repentance will be, who mufler up 
Arguoients in Prtnr, denying the Erermty 
of the puqiflimcnt of Repro^atca. *; 

But to proceed to (peak of the ftraifl' I 
flow tiy under : In them I endeavoured to 
apply to God in Prayer > but fuch horrid 
Blifphemics upon that attempt were caft 
in, as I was greatly difcouraged to think 
upon him, or draw near to him in any aft 
of Worih*p« How fad a time this was, I 
appeal to-thofc who have tallied of the 4ikc 
Cup : It brought me to this refolution^ 
That if God, about whom I had fiich con- 
flifts, had a Being (which, foraUthif, I 
could not wholly be beateh from the be- 
lief of ) and would mahifeft his Favour to 
me in Chrift, I was wilting to be a Vafltt 
Co the moft tyrannical Monarch that ever 
the earth did bear, all my dayci i or to be 
cxpofcd to any other fujferihg which he ' 
(hould think fit to infli^. How unwcnrthy 
am I then, who have recft^d the accotn'^ 
pliAment of that defidi^aH^ yet want that 
sffMion to Ged, and rcjoycing ia him,. 



irhich I thought that Mercy would have 
roduced s yea, notwithflanding, he hath 
dded thereunto, a plentious poficffion ef 
utward Comforts > I want a heart to hate 
ly felfforthis, and words co ligniHe the 
atred I feel.How can I appear in the pre- 
:iice of God with this bucthcn of ingrati- 
ide, if I were not brought in by my liith* 
il High Prieft? As to the means of get- 
ngfree from this encounter, thus it was> 
eing brought, through long wreftling, to 
le trery point of yielding, and giving all 
r loft.likc a routed Army, or beaten man i 
e(h fttength was miniAred to me firOm 
lis Text, No Umptatim baib befoBen yw^ 
t thgt whkb ar common to wan » but God 

Faithful^ who tw'ttb the tomftatun^ mil 
veanijpiitbat yeJhaB be able to bear it. 
his Scripture I met with, reading the 
fiapter wherein it is ) and paufing upon 

I took fpecial notice, that the opinion 
lad long iiouri(hed;was,that my cafe was 
culiar, and none ever like me before, 
his I found to be untrue : For the Text 
To many words, (airh the contrary. 
Th(n, that as my cafe was none other 
an had befallen others , fo God was 
thfut, and of his faithfulnefi would give 
: t good ifliie out of it in his due time* 
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And I cTpcciilly note it, as tke firft tioie 
thmt ever I did rhiok it f o be God*s de«l- 
lug, CO leave fiimers to the bufletiogof Sa- 
tao and his winnowiDgi » and fo the f urba- 
lency of cheic own (pu ics,as a meam to con* 
Tcrf tnrmcahitprcli, and iandific and (ave 
thenuThis light I had by mtditattng upon 
the words, being withpac the benefit oif 
PreacWrs, good Books, or eipciienocci 
ChiiAians. 

After thefc things, I continued vratting 
onGod in the way of fiiGhduties as I under«> 
ftood,exercifing my bH in prayer, readings 
and the works of my particular calling, but 
aftabed to littk cflibliflunent in. a way of 
abiding comfort, meeting fiill (bmetimcs 
with one tcmp:ation,(bQictimcs with ano? 
therv ibme new, (bmc old ones repeated^ 
according (p the mulcitude of SitipS Tub* 
tilciek, and the opportunities my corrupt 
heart, or iniquities of the time and place 
wherein I iivej, mmiftred unto him* 

I remember not fo well as to relate it 
diiiindly^ how long I continued in this 
condition, nor the manner of my releafe 
froiD it ; By reafon of which I muft omit 
many cdnfiderable circumAincos,. {Ivilt ^n 
general, after about two years "added to 
ih$ ibfcc yeais foimcrly mentioned, the 
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Lord brtke in opon mc with f mf plcq- 
f iful difcovcry of himfclf, and enabled inc 
ro tenew the adiiigf of mj faich -upoa 
him.,. I was immediately thereupon iillcd 
with joy and peace more than i can ex* 
prefs : being throughly convinced that 
there is a God^ the Scriptores were of his 
in(jpiring» and that Chrift was the Siviour 
of believing repentant finacrs. The Ordi* 
nances I injoyed were my meat and drink^ 
the Sabbatti my delight. I fpeak not this, 
as if I had that nteafore of faith, |r>y and 
delight as I ought to have, or as many of 
the People of God (I fappolc) have had § 
but I fall it filling me with theft gracci 
comparatively to what I formerly had ex* 
peritnctd. For in this whole Ngn^m | 
am very fearful ro lie for the glory of God, 
by relating any work of his in me higher 
than it wasv tnd withal would be very loth 
to diminifli, detraft from, or conceal any 
of the merdfol difpenfationi of his love 
and gttce towards me. 

Bdbre I removed out of the Country 
where the Work which hath been the fub- 
jed of what is here written pafi upon me, 
I conceive it ulcfbl to remember (he de«' 
portmtnt of fbide Relations to mc, with 
the fbibeof myfaeart tonfcieoct vWtxsi^ . 



fot^ ^owcTci I did rndnvour h> ft 
tMf grnt change fro^ tbt cjres ^a n 
^etif M been u caGc ^ me totimpt 
«pc£f|»nc,b7lbuttin]gitiD[the h^Uow 
myhuid., ^acoi }vpll is Sib hat^' i 
■dr^agc of its kind, which it to ditcoi 
itielf,, .| could not but retire my ferfpft 
to enjoy communion vith God i Jn wfij 
ietirefn^Ptiiyhen'fomepbrcrvcdnic, th 
did commend nej others reproached q 
and faidf ^gtew bopkifh- ..Ooe cJicd i 
Ijypofvue, and taifl, 4 'jtntjig Saint '*>«ii 

Such words troubled me,great|yaUtl 
whitcl waiindopbtqfmineowBcondit 
oOj u to my heing^in Chrifl : And tlif'p|; 
If ilfat (pike them. w|s,«i) cminept I'tiOri 
mcj}t> in (he hand of the Devil to diOic 
and diiGompo(e me. fi\tt after I rcceirc 
firom the Loid fomt taHei and eyi^pocci ( 
bis L«ve, thoTe rerilingiitid hard ipceghc 
comforted me i foi } cflecmcd ii piy GXq 
ly, to fuffer fliame for his Himtt falic. ' 

,£y this time, ftading ihc pUce whcif ' 
.Jived,.in icfecence to Religion, wiihpii 
HKfniqfJliKht, and Casthc Iriiit pfif^C^ 
c^ediBigly iiaftil,.apd piephanc, iT^ch anc 
VQi^en ^neratly wtlk)w;n^ in bruriSi, 



C27> 
and thcrciapon (ought God in Pjrtyer caf r 
n<fily,(o find a way of Kpioviog mc, where • 
I might have better exam ple^ bccrer ceach^* 
ingfbecter helps andadvwtages.of perfcd* 
ing what he had gricioufly began in roc, 
having had my fou! often vexerf,by hearing 
and (eeing,as L^tU was. In thi$,after a (horc 
tiipK,Sod anfwered me,fnc)iniDg che heart* 
of my Piienti to (end me to Lmdomy and 
placed me for a while with fome Friends in 
and near that City .This change of p1ace,and 
newneff of acquaintance, produad new 
temptations ; For though the Seed of God 
abiding in me, kept in me fo'tne tendcrnefii 
of fpirit.yet mmy worldly diveriions from 
my former and moie confljint fcllowfliip 
with God, brought me into a very .^rowQe 
tjcmper • 1 lived with ^sfffifCots of Rtli-' 
gion, but found not the pf^yffft.of ChriOf* 
an Principlca ading in fhqm/ efpecially 
feme of themi.\houghfrom othgrs I hid 
help and encourjigenAent : jBut Tome were 
(b choaked with worldlyxajca, find^rown- 
cd in carnal grpundlefs ica^i^Ges, as they 
became burthenlbme and,JMncomfbxrable 
to themfclvcs, and tho£&^bat converfed 
with them/cfpecially if. they had flepen- 
dance on them, ai.I ha^. ,:Neyerrhele6« 
he chat bring<;th Good. o\at oi^^V\\^<^* 
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whole CoTcaint is^ 7M at ith^f psU 
wofl^ t^gftbet j$r g^d t$ tbtm tkd$ t^vi 
Him^ made ufe of that untccepublc qua* 
Kcy» (o awaken oic and ciufe mc to reflcA 
upon my dccliningi. 

God if a jealoui God, and will fuflier 
no coiirival or compctiroff in the hearts of 
bif Children : Thereupon to ehafteo m^ 
fbrfaffertng my toul to wander after, and 
dfive to worldly dcltghft and expc^ti- 
ons, he lefr a Person of Q^aliry, with 
whom I livedo under the dominton of an 
infifmity rety naturil to htt, and very 
finful ^tbe God of Mercy convince her 
of it, and reform her) gf oundkfi Jeaiou* 
fie : An appc ehcnfion poffeA her by reaiba 
of it, that I had an unworthy dtlign upon 
her » and as untrue u it wa's^it put her^anil 
flie me. by leafon of it^ into a very ^rcat 
dlircompo(urr« This pi flige I Ihould alto* 
gether omit, if I could make the ftoiy of 
God^s dealing with me in this cafe per- 
fed without it \ nor are fiich things to be 
flighred : For H^, without whofir proyi^ 
drnce, s Sfar^mfalhtb n^ rs tht gnmnd^ 
and by whom tht bdirts §f cur bidd art 
MfumhereJ^ mufi be eyed and acknow- 
Mged in ^H his wtyes* The Children of 
JFjf^^ ma A- leitn of iKctr Father to fee 
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the Flee of God mt very EJ/Siii. Now be- 
ing muchbufthcncd under the Oppreffion 
of the fDie^id fille tinagiBiarion« I hid 
(^according to my former couriej recourfe 
Co God, who teiTonably, and vay cflPcAii- 
•Hy, prcfentcd to my piind miny paffigct 
of Scripfurt \ by which I was in fooic 
meafure recovered from my btckfliding: 
for a better name I do not know it by s 
S3me of which were thcTei Km. % 28I 
ttif wft kli09P thMt 4U things m^rk^togftka 
for goii u them that hvi G^d, Anofhet 
was, fp/. 139. I ]• ScMTck mff G$d^ 
gmd i^fftfw my bean % try mt^ indkjnw 119 
tjffm^ts^ and fit if tbere hi SMy mckgd v^tj 
iaamts dndUnd miinthtWay everUfiiMg. 
This I mide ufe on, when the fear of an 
hypocritical Aate was upon mt, occafioan 
ced by my lire dccayi« 

Lee fhtsfufi.e briefly to point, at whaC 
fhcy were, how they came, and what 
meant God applied to recover me« 

Afccr thele Chingf, (the whole tife of 
one in Chrtfl being a warfare) I met with 
maay conflicts \ and ftill the mod cpnftant 
one was ibout my Soul-ftate, whether in 
Chrift, or not in Chrift i reconciled to God 
by hit Blood, or not reconciled > and tho- 
row the remnant of Corruption^ I aovxk^v 



iifogtthtr delivered from this teupratidn 
tt this vtiy time/ I received much efta* 
bltdbmenc at otic time from I[^*2f. 5. Ltt 
kimt€i^ bdd of my ftrengtb^^tbat be maf 
m0kf feact ^itb mt \ andbefifdll.mal^f€gc0 
mitb me. At another time hearing chti 
Scripture read, Pfsl. 25. lO. All the PMtbs 
^ tbeLerd are Merej smdfrutbto fucb as 
kfef bk CtfveHAfts, ^i bit tefUmmns ^ I 
Was afliAed to have very comfortable rc^: 
flexions upon it. By thePatbi of the 
Lord^ I underflood his providc.ntial DtC- 
ipenfations, wherein he walks» ts men do^ 
itt a path to an intended end, which is th* 
«CGOmpli(hmeiit of his Glory, in bring* 
ingthe Seed of CHrift to Glory. NoWy 
fbough the Piths are exceeding vai&oiu < 
Sometinncs God lifts his People up* Tome-' 
times he cafls rhem down » fbmetrnres Ub 
gives them vuGtoTy over fin, Satan and 
fhemfelvesy fomctimes he leaves them to 
be led captive, and then enlarges them 
our of that Bondage, for the moft part, by 
Afflidions ; One while he trycs thetv. 
Grace, and gives (hem the (enfc tnd com^**^ 
fort cf r *• another while he chaftcns Oif^ • 
obedience, a..^ gives them the fruit of 
that in nr.ortifica.^on: But let the Paths' 
Qf God be never fo mtny, end fam to lye ■ 

never 



(31) 
ncvci fo c^ofi , (f IS Road-wayts over i 
Champion^ yet aie they all Mercy ctjcq to 
thofe thactalie moft Severity and Tratb» 
yca,tbough they (eem contrary to his Pro- 
tnife, to them that keep his Covenant anci 
his Teflimonies. So th%t in thp way o£ 
obedience to his Tefiimonies, and. clcav^ 
ing to his Covenant, I was ailuf ed all his 
Paths to me would be Mercy and Tfuth. 

Ifa. 3. 1 a. Go dttd }rocUim thefe mrJs 
Uwdrds the North ^ and fay^ Return thu 
hackcfitding IfrdcU faith the Lord^ and t 
mil not CMifc mine Anger to fall uf on thee j 
Fer I am Merciful^ faith the Lord^ and | 
trill not k^cp mine Anger for ever \ onlf ac^ 
kpotpkdge thine iniquity^ that thou hi^ 
tranfgftfftd againft the Lord thy God. Eve- 
ry thing m this Text cbmrorted me. Firft, 
that God expreft his forwardncfi to re- 
ceive wandering Iinneis by (ending jTorth 
m Prpdamation to invite their return. Gi 
andfreclakn^ faith'he. Then, that this wu 
direiSed to the worft fort of tinners, B^t^ 
ftiders. The Backflideir Teems to tell the 
World, that upon his particular experi- 
ence, there is ' nothing 'worth enjoying in 
the Waycs of God » ^nd this is the worft 
reflexion upon tliem than can be. None 
fo bad asfalfc friends. Tra^iou \xv\C^>^tx^ 



fht word Triitort.6ickfliiIii^ Jfrsil not« 
withAanding ii ctllcd upon to return. 
This I looked upon u an cVtl ro which I 
was very prone^ even to grow wetry of 
the arift wsycs of God. I wiUnm cmfe 
mbif Angifto fallmf^ntkte: And again, I 
MiNkfciful^ Mi wiling ksefmba Angtt 
fw furr. I was convinced that I did de* 
ftivc preicnt wraf h and eternal wrath^ did 
not Mercy thus ftep in. The lift thing it 
dircAion to a duty, wherein toexpcd the 
difpcnfation of mercy, acknowledge rhinc 
iniquity that thou haft tranfgrcflcd, which 
requires not an empty bcartlcfi verbal 
Confcffion, but ConfcfiKin wich hatred of 
fin, Faith m the pardon of it » and cndea* 
vour to reform it. tfd, lO;. 8,9*, 7bi 
Lord k merciful dttdgraciom^ flwu mgar^ 
Mttd flint fm in Mer$y : Ht will mt sU 
Wiyn chide ^ neithn mil he ks^hie An* 
g^r fcT tvtr. This place (upporred my 
r aich under the confidcracion of my iMr*^ 
rit) which was Wrath from G 'd, whereto 
hededares himfelf flow » tod ai(b it mi* 
niftred hope to mc of deliverance from 
tho(e corrective Eff^ds of God^difpka* 
(tire againft lin in mc, which he out of love 
laid upon me* Ifd./^i. lo* Fegrn§t^ fori 
dm wjilr thti f be nH dt/matcd^fer I dm thy 

0$d. 
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God. I mifittingthcH tbee ,/f jr, I wit beip 
thti ^yed , / wit uphold tbee witb tbe right', 
band if my Rigbteoufnefi. This Text was 
apply ed to mc » when I wis befet with ya-» 
fiery of troubles, fowt inwaid, fomc out* 
ward. Many ftom my (elf» rcfpe^ing the 
fiate 1 flood in^ and the years I had attain-^ 
cd to : Some from my Relations in the 
fle(h, whofe troubles were many^and their 
outward condition clouded \ and the fpt- 
ritual eAate of many of them , not fuch as ' 
I was iatisfied in. But from this place ^ 
God, by the right-hand of his Righteouf^* 
ncfs f as he here calls it ) readied out fup« 
port to me t Fegr net , be net Mfmtytdg 
With both tbefe did I at this time contend, , 
not only fear, but difmaying , difcouragc* 
ing fear \ for both the nature , and drefi ^ 
of things , as the image of them appeared 
to me, was very tremendious. Therefore 
^od applyed condfort to me in a term of 
nlation) lam thy Ged\ as inagradout 
Promife of prefence, I wit be t0khtbee i 
and unfolds what he means by being with 
me, viz. (o help in every difficulty , and 
uphold under every burthen. 

If a. 26. 3 . Ibeu fPih kfef bimin ferfeB 
fedce , ^hofe mindhftaid upen tbee ^ beeaufi 
be triifteth in tbee. Ibid. 40. 91. tut thei 
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tbdt f^ait upn ibc Lord figt nnem tbehr 
firengtb , they JhaU mount uf mth wmg$ 09 
Eagles ) thty JbgU run , Mvd not be wtary > 
they JhdB wMl^^y and not be fawt. 

John 3.16. Godfo loved fbr fFetld, that 
he gave bM tnly begotten Son^ that whifoever 
bilieveth in htm , fflfould net ferijh , btit bav§ 
iverlaftingLife. Ifa. 43.25. Bur/, even 
tarn be that blottith out thy tranfgreffi^nfpr 
wineov^H fakf. Pfal. 32. 8. Iwill hifirua 
thee , and teacb thee in the Way that thou 
Jhaltgo^ and guide thee mth mine eye. Rom. 
4. $. to him that vporh^tb not , hut believeth 
0ff bm that jujhficth the ungodly , bk faith 
it counted for Rjgbteoufnefi. ThcCc Scrip* 
cures eminently holding forth the mod 
Effcntials in Chrifiianity , were of very 
great ufe to mc ,not once or twice , butfb 
oft IS I had lecourfe to them , which was 
very frequent , being oft in tryals , whick 
made thcro feafonable v efpecially ffaL 
J2.8. formerly wrote down, was a Scrip* ^ 
cure which. I repaired to in all doubtful 
cafes, i was taught from John 3. 16. that 
the Love of God was the Fountifnof my 
happincfs, beirg that, due or which Chrifi 
himiclf was given (or mc. Rom.^.'y^ in« 
flruded me^that a Righteouthcrs laid hold 
on B^ Faith , jufti^ca without the leaft ad- 

ditioGt 



ditioD of wotEs wrought by me, which of 
how gf etc ufe focver ( being indeed one 
end of that which Chrifihath fufTered and 
done for me^fhat I might be God^s Work- 
inanOiip in him created cagood works ) 
yet no nurer^al meritorious « no , '6t the^ 
Icali moving ciufc why my perfon fliould' 
be accepted of God : In this ttfpc6tt 
count them all loft , as fanl did his , Pfc/// 
3.8. 

The Priycr of Chrift , recorded JdW 
17.20^21,22,23,2^. aiTofdcd me fogr^C 
Comfort , that I cannot befatisfied Wi^*- 
out leaving a particular account of it. The ' 
words are, Ueitbtrftay I far ibefe alone^buf 
for tbem Mljfa tbat fhJl believe in me tborom 
tbeir If^ord , tbat they may beJlwe^ M tbdU 
Father art in we and Hi tbee , that tbey al-^ 
fo may he one in w^ibat the fVorldmay believe 
that thou bafi \ent me : And the Glory mbkb 
tbou.gavefi me , I have given tbim^ thai tbey 
may he one even m wt are one. I in them^ and 
thorn in me , that tbey may be made perfeQ in 
one , and that the morti may kpow thai thoU 
hafifent me^ and haft loved tbent m thon bafl 
loved me. 

Father^ 1 ml that they dlfo v^bam tbou bait 
given me , U with me where 1 ami *^^^ ^^^ 
may heboid my glory nl^bicb t^oH bdft giveg 
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mi : T^f tb$n Iwidjt me htf^u tht Feunds-- 
thn pf the Wwld. The Love of Cbria, 
in thcfc words fct fortli , did, and doth fo 
drink up naiy fpirit, ts I am like one drunk* 
en with Wine, not able to fpcakoffhe 
fwcelncff of it. Well, to onderfiand^ and 
favour bis Words in this Prayer , is ( if 
I know any thing of fuchentertaimeDtJ 
to be led into hit Banqueting -houfe, and 
Wine-cellar 9 of whofe Love the Smg9f_ 
Silomon fpeaks, 

. It being my lot to live in an age where- 
in Erroor abounded , I' think fit to mcntfr» 
on tho(e Scriptures y which perfwaded me 
from Comt of thoTe Errours , of the moA 
dangekous nature^as moft evidently agunft 
the foundation of that Covenant , which 
God had confirmed to me. The one was 
the freedom of an unregcncrate will to be- 
lieve in Chrift. £pibe/.2. S. it if thus writ* 
ten ^ By Grace )c are fnveith^row Fmtk , 
and that mt ef yeur felves \ it ie the gift tj 
Ged. BcGdes the experience I had of my 
natural inability to receive Ghrift by 
Fnith, this Text tells me exprefly , That 
men have it not from thcmfclvcs, but 
that, it ^ the G^tef Ged. 

I have heard this to be a point of great 
contiovcafie among the Learned » wbeire- 
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in, if the experience oft fineer burthen- 
ed with guilt, may modente , I dAubt not ' 
but to hive i determintcion to the fenfe I 
have given. 

Again, Jer. ai. 19. I read thus, After 

inflruSiij I fnmeufm nn^ thigh : I wm 
0jhamed^ ad wn ce^Punded , Mamfe I did 
bigr thi fifr^ach cf myymb. Thtf place 
fliews, that God's work upon us, goes be* 
fore oar works towards him : Man cannoC 
turn till he is tujrned , or finite upon his 
thigh,before he his inftrufted. I therefore 
agree with thoQ: , who lay that the ctrnal 
will is in bondage to fin,as Well as the car- 
nal nnind, neither of them being fubjcA 
ro the Law of God , or can be : For I do 
conceive , that without fupematural in« 
ftru Aion ( which I take to be the fame 
with fpiritualllluminttion, or an Anoint- 
ing which teacbeth all things) the will if 
altogether incapacitated to diufe uight# 
Nor amIa(hamedto acknowledge thofc 
whofe labours God hathofed toinforai 
and edifie mc« Mr« temhle upm Faith and 
Grace , was a book I took much pleafure 
in, u that which made things clear to mc, 
which I formerly undcrfiood little of. I 
underftood the better what was written b^ 
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him , becaufe I had txpttitncti chc trnth 
of his Notions. So much for rreedom of 
will. 

iV« to Pcrfcvertncc , which is another 
truth much oppofed '\ I have eftablifh- 
pent in it from Jefcw lO. 2%. ^nd 1 give 
mtt> tkem eterndUfe^ and they fhat never 
ferijhh neither jhaB any manvluck^tbem out 
•f my band. My Fatber whict gave them 
me , it greater than all \ and no wan k able 
ioflueK.themovM of my Fathers hand. Thii 
laying of our Lord , prefcrves me from be* 
ing tnfcdcd with that cirnal, rotten^rack- 
ing Opinion , thkt a true jafli/ied perfon^ 
may fall from that ttate , and that Chrift 
and Satan change roembcra daily. 

I proceed to the laft fiage of my tra- 
vels , iibout which I intend any farther 
difcourfe , and that was IVhitehaH \ iot 
thither the hand of providence ltd me \ 
and in a fhort time after I came thither , I 
met with a change of my condition , from 
lingle to married. The dealings of God 
with me ini this place and fiate , i^ere 
foo remarkable to be paft over in ft* 
Icnce. 

New relations call fornewduties^'nevir 
duties require new graces, -and are ^ as I 
(aid before, attended with new tvyals: for 
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<in flicking dofcto the whole man, cn« 
deavours to proqaote it fdf by every oc- 
currence in this world. 

The (brrows and bitterncfs that ercry 
enjoyment in this life is attended with , 
derives its Original from fin. And al- 
though the comforts I met with iii Marri- 
age, were many , and fucb as that Qate af- 
fords to fow f in fundry particulars, ycf I 
found vanity enough in it alfo , teaching 
me to (ay, Arife , and go hence, for this is 
not thy reft : Yet in all my ftraits , 6^\\ he 
was netf that helped me : and how bad 
Ibever my naughty heart behaved it felf , 
yet he that ior his own fake loveth , and 
fiveth, did deliver me. 

God gave me to find favour in the eyes 
of the Governours , and chief Perfons ifi 
that Court, and generally I did not obferve 
any to be an enemy to me,at firft, tillfome 
began to defpife, and hate me partly for 
my Profcflion , and partly out of (b^e lit- 
tle thvy , which thofe places abound wixh^ 
Now , for a perlbns of my years and inter- 
tR , not tp begin a building of worldly 
happine(s upon fuch t foundation , is very 
nnufual : For my parti am willing to take 
to my felf the fliannc ofc^nfeifing, that I 
fell intp this fnare i only through Mercy 
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It held me not long : the Lord Toon (hew* 
iBg mc cxpeKimentiUy , chat Men •fbigh 
d^grtt are a fyr^ and (hewing roe good ret- 
fon , why he commanded me to ceafe from 
them. 

To relate the particular Tryals that 
here I met with.would argue my memory 
over tenacioui of fuch things , and appear 
uncomely in other refpeds. The milcar- 
riages of Profeflbri in this age » it too noto* 
rious , and God hath made their fufjferings 
If yiCblf • 

To Cct forth God's dealings with me in 
thofe timips , is that which I am carrying 
on. I remember that my approach to Mar- 
riage was with great perturbation of mind; 
for though my afFediooswere deeply enga- 
ged to him that God provided (or me,and 
have from thence to this day grown up , 
and chat upon fuch principles , as will en- 
" dure when tny relation to him. is a wife . 
(hall cetfe i yet worldly cares did prefent 
chemfelves to mc in great multitudes » the 
Devil providing inftruments to help that 
i)ufinefs of his forward \ who frequently 
fold tpe how unhappy I fliould be , if (iich 
things tnd (uch things Cell oat : I dare 
Gy the parties fought my good in it in ten- 
tionallyi uPrw did hisMtfierS| when 
^ ' he 
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be prayed hiti) to fparc bimrdf : yet wti 
their dil^ouifc to me as Peters was , rcmp« 
ting to (in. It would be very unhanromr, 
to entciinto the particulars of thie things : 
but in the tofs and heat of tfaenti all , my 
heart was up to God for a word of fupport^ 
who gaVe it me in the words (poken (o 
Jpjhi^f Chaf. I. veff. 5. repearcd by the 
Apoflle J Heb% 13. 5. Imi never loLve thee ^ 
nor /or/tfl^« thee. Upon my firft rcfieAi- 
pns on this textj knew not what to mike 
of it 9 nor underfiood that it was to my 
cafe : but t while after, being in cothpany 
witU a very eminent Divine ( upon what 
ocafion I knew npt now) he fell into dif- 
courleupon that S^ipture,and faid, That 
it was evident from the foregoing vcr(e ^ 
that that Promife was by the Apoflle main* 
ly intended to arm people againfl thofe 
worldly cares , that attend a married lift), 
His words brought me to remembrance , 
how it had been by the immediate Voice 
of God I whifpered to me when I was eK« 
erciftd with thofe kind of difiraAions » 
and I was far prized with fuch fudden com* 
fort from it^ that ( though I (aid nothings 
my very looks difcovered it to the party^ 
who enquiring of me , found the relation 
ofitt which now I make. At another 
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timC) being under the fear of many dan- 
gers , which I forcfaw I was like to meet 
with , I was relieved by reading l[a. 4$. 
17. Thuf fditb the Lord ^ tbyRedemer^tbg 
hefy Opii cf Ifrael ^ I am the Lord thy God ^ 
which tfaeheth thee to frcfit \ p^bich Ugdeti 
thee by the tPoy which thou Jhouldfi go. 

Hence God confirmed me in the belief 
of his continued care over ac in my wil- 
dcrnefi-walk , and removed in fomt mca-. 
fure my tof menting fears. At another 
time J having fain under feme affliAing 
providence , but whiC it was I have for* 
gotten , 6od direded me to look into the 
caufe of it from Ifa. 48. 1 8. that thou 
badfi bearkSHtdto mjf ComnfundmentT , then 
bad thy peace been m aKivn ^ and thy rigk^ 
teoufnefs m the Waves of the Sea. This place 
was applyed by me , as a reproof for i^y 
carnal con verfation y and that not impro- 
perly y for 1 believe God taught me fo to 
•pply it h though I conceive withal , that 
it was originally uttered as an ExpoQulati- 
on with thofe who pervett Oofpel- Light 
and Gofpel Duties , turning them into a 
covenant of worka , as the Jews then did^ 
and as many nominal Chrifiians now do i 
thereby for faking a Spring of living Wa- 
fer^ for a crackt vcflcl , 01 diity puddle. 
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• At another time I was fcrioufly poring 

upon my ftlf , and turning my thoughis 

upon the frame oi my he«rt , I obfcrved 

fuch emptiiicls of. Grace , fuch tulntfs of 

Sm , fainting iq iliy Tpirit , * f*'^ withiii 

. itiy ftlf , How can GodXak^ tbc leafi fleafurc 

in fo vpuxcheda Cfeature ? Then was the 

faying of David^ i Sam. 23. 5. brought to 

remembrance r Altboy^ my heufe be not 

f^ mtb Gcd , yet bath he niade rpith me an 

tverUfUng Covenant , ordered in alltbwgs^ 

" andfure. Hence I colleAed, that if Va- 

tfiJi happincfs,of whom God gives fo high 

a TtAimony , dejpendcd on an everlaflmg 

welI*ordcred Covenanr, as the only bafis 

of it ; it became me to lodge mine there 

alfo, what ever my peribnal qualifications 

were. 

The fiation in which I flood,had tt ang- 
fher time occaiioned a long flumber to 
fAe , wherein I had not my former fcnfe 
of the working of Grace, nor fcllpwfli)p 
with Chrift : The vexatioh that it gave' 
me, kept me from total fiupidity> but it 
cpntinvied longer than fuch fits ufed to do » 
for I found not that genuine frame of 
raipd , which I bad formerly to God and 
his waycs : Then was I wonderfully bro- 
ken in upon , from I[a. 54.4>'^^(l^^^!^^^v 
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I o^ 1 1 . cfpeciilly that which fitlcd me u 
upon a Mountain , was the tenth veHe ; 
whcte it is faid , Fw tbi^Mmniaim fist 
(depart , Mnd the Hits be removed i but my 
iindmfs jhall mf defm fnm thee « neithi^ 
(hall the Goven0nt tf my Fesce be removed^ 
faith the Lord that bath ,nserc) ufet^ thee. 
This was (b remarkable a*paflage»u I went 
to feek a place to pout out tears of joy « 
yfluing from a heart melted with lo?e. If 
ever I experienced true contrition , and a 
heart of (tone turned idtD a heart of ^eCh^it 
was at this time. 

I was at another time , much atfeAed 
from the confideration of God*s familiar 
dealing with (inning nun , in thole inti* 
mate cxprcflions of love ^ and alluring in«* 
vitations , by which he leeks to draw men 
after him ^. cxprcft under fuch taking ob- 
icds, frev. 8. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21. llove 
thtm thai love me » and rhcfe that feel^me 
early , (hall fited me. Kicbes and Henonr 
are tvitb me^yea^ durahle Baches and Right e-' 
oufnefs. My fruit U better than Geld , yeg^ 
thaa tnncb fine G$ld > and tny revenm , than 
cboife Silver. I lead in the way ofrigbteeuf^ 
nefs'^ in the midft of tbe paths of judgement j 
tbat'Infaycaufe tbofe that love mc ^ toinhe^ 
rft fubfian^i % and 1 mil fill thtir treasures. 

In 
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In a time of dtrknefi and perplexity of 
heart « by teafon of it^I was infulted oTet 
by Satan , as if Ihe had obtained now a con- 
qucii over me : Then did the Spirit of Gpd 
fuggefi theft words unto me, Micab 7. 8. 
^'j9yci Mt again^ me ^ mine enemy I 
theugkl fdU , / fiaS rife again > vhen I fit 
in darkptfsy the Lyrdjhallht light unte me. 

Many other comforts , at fundry times , 
from fe?eral Scriptures^ were given in, fit« 
ted to the temptation that I was at fuch 
times under , which 1 have finfully for* 
gottcn^the Lord pardon me in much mer« 
cy I Some I can give the better account 
of, becaufe I wrote them in a Paper-book, 
which I have now by me » as i Jehn 8. 9. 
Jfwe confefs eurfins | be k Jaithfulattdjufl 
to jorgive m cur ftn$. ■ Here , pardon ot fin 
is annexed to con'feflion of fin : and it if 
a very comfortable place,when rightly un* 
dcsftood, & made ufe of-, for it implies the 
knowledge of a ranfome for fin , and Faith 
in a redeemerifor by the tenure of the Law, 
fin is uupardonable: Cprfed ffaith it^ ir eve* 
ry one that continunh mt in alltbing$ Wffit' 
ten in the book^ of $heLan^;ta de them^ Hence 
no Ibrrow for fin,tDrnirg Ijrom fin, crying 
for pardon of fin , can obtain it without 
the Mediation of him « who hath made h\% 



(bul an ofT^ring for tin. But the common 
u(c th&c people niilie if it^ who confefs 
tin formally ;ind reiblve Co prailJifcit fub« 
ftantialiy ^ is an abhorrence to God , and 
all chat have the Image of Godliampt pa 
fhem : f/^r have dene th^fethipjgs, fay they, 
vphich Wi ovglfthot to kavedfpte 'y andvfic 
have hfi uitd^ifc th^fetbingSytPhicb we ought 
to have dmc v and mi^ihc add [^ we re(bivc 
to to do (till 3 cUe what means their re^ * 
turning (rom che foleoinity of their D.'-« 
voriaas ^ to Swearing ^ Dfunkcnncfs ^ 
Whoridom, and all abonninAtions that 
lye in che way of their luAful hearts. It 
hath troubled me forely , to hear carnal 
people make the way to Heaven fo broad 
ai d eafie in their difcourfe , point-bUsk 
againfl whai Chrifl fudofit: and it is a 
concluding argument they know it not. 
That God is merciful , and Chrift dfed 
for iinners ^ are precious truths , and of 
concerRmenc to f4lnaian, none greater: 
Yet do multitudes eacourage themfclvcs 
irom them to live in Gn^ and thereupon 
pcri(h , foe one who obtains Salvation by 
^hcm. 

I have been often quickned C.) duty 
from Htb. 6. 12. Bimtjlfthful^bitt follotp^ 
frs ofibuf'^ wbo thr^g^ ^^itlf Md P^tkni^i 

inherit 
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inhnii tf^f Vrmifes. I foundl Fiith and 
Patience of abfolutc ncccflicy in all obe- 
dience, whether adive orptifive : Nor 
may I omit the encouragement to obcdi* 
cuce laid dov^n , verf. 17. and 18. of that 
Chapter ^ wherein God is willing more a* 
bundantly , to (hew unto the heirs of the 
Piomife,the immutability of his Counfela, 
confirmed it by an Oith , that by two im- 
mutable thinga ^ in which it is not pofliblc 
for God to lyc^ they might have fifdng 
coniblation, who are fled for rrfirgc to the. 
hope fet before thdm. Where 1 farthet 
noee a diftinguifting charaAer of a found 
Believer « he is faid here to fly lor refuge 
to the hope.fet before hiih ; For I do not 
think , that in time of fore diftrefs undef 
the burthen of fin,any but fuch as in whom 
Chrifi dwels, can fly to him for refuge i 
though they may have other great accom- 
plifliments , fuch as to be cnlightned to 
tafte the Heavenly Gift, to be partakers of 
the holy Ghofl , and tafle the good Word 
of God , and the Powers ofthe World to 
come ) as is faid of fomc , vtrf. 4. 5. The 
wordsalfo Hek. 7. 25. hive been of (land- 
ing fupport to me : Hfif able tofave them 
to the uttermoU , tib^r ceme to God throvgb 
Himjwng Be evm livith to makf inter c^^- 
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fit /df them. And thus much oTrhe moft 
rcmatkible things which bcfel mc befort 
che beginning of my long fickncft. 

About the beginning of Afril^ in the 
yetr 58. I was taken with a violent cold ^ 
which wai exceeding common at .that 
time ) fince when I cannot fiiy, that I havtJ 
had one healthy day, as before, but diftem« 
pers have increafcd upon me , with very 
troublefomc ESc6U and Symptoms. Ua«' 
der this vifitation , I have had great expe- 
rience of God^s gracious dealing with me 
in my weaknefs ; I had recourfc to the 
words of the Prophet, Jer, 9. 23, 24. Tbm 
fgitb the Lofd^ Let not tbe ftrongman glory 
in bit Jirengtb , &c. But let him that gloria 
iib^ gUry in tbis^ that be uniet^anditb , amd 
kpcwetb me^ that I am the Lord , tpbc extr-* 
cife Lmng-kindntfi ^ JuJgemeni aiidEjgbt0* 
cufwfi in the Earth. A\Co the (ayingof 
the ApoQle , Jam. i. I2. was of great u(e 
CO me : SUjipd if the man that enduretk 
temptation \ for when be is tryed^ hejhall 
receive the Cramn •/* Li^e^ fpbicb the Leret 
bath prom i fed to them that love him. 

While thefc things paQ on , finding in 
my (elf ma.iy figns dfapproaching morta* 
Hry , I was very converfant in the more ■ 
fciious thoughts of Etcxoity / and I oft 

wu 
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« 
Wif thinking vith my (elf, Oh thtt I hid 

a crevice,tn at Which to look,that I mighc 

fee the fiate of (bols dcpirted. Satin (who 

lofes no oppoitunity) took the hint cf 

thcie thoughts i becauG I did fonnctime 

utter thcai, and intcrporcdthif fuggefti- 

on , Thtt there was no fuch enjoyment of 

Godifter death, as men talked on v and to 

mike it good, inftanccd in thofe who were 

raifcdfiomthe dead , as LtzarUf^ Votcaf^ 

and thofe that arofe at the Rcfarred^ioh 

ofChrift, and went into the City, andap- 

l^ared td rniny^ none of all which made 

any report of what they had fecn i which 

no doubt they would have done , if the|f 

had been partakers of (uch happinefs as 

Ibnfie fpeak of, Mycuriofity in thif, Godl 

reproved in the words fpokcn to Joh ; 

Chap; 38.1 7. Havt tbi gMtis Sf dnth keen 

0f0nhl*H9i^6 thee ? oiM^ thufetn ibe d^n 

^ tliefjad60i)fdfdtb /As if he (hoofd fay, 

Thfc ififtngs thon en^uii^eft afteir , are fe* 

crett/itot to be pryed into. 

. W^ihe beginnings of that Chapter, taU 

lb lead, how God argaed Job^ and in him 

nie,into a eontidkion of whit a poor worm 

inan is, as being unable to fcarch into ^ or 

gife an iecorintof his Wonders, wroQghc 

WithtmriitMUicr i' Andfot w| wa^tcc^- 
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tion, in the belief of the htf>pinc&o 
depifftcd, prefcntcd to noie, Jdh 
ht% not y^uT biorti In troubled % yi 
in G»^j believi alfoin me. In my 
Hemfe are many Msnfiens » if it met 
I mould have toldpu: IgBtofrepsn 
for you i andif I gftotnpgre aflsce 
I mill come Mgain and receive you to 
tbnt mbere I am, thereyo may be alfe. 

This iniiruAcd me, and hintcc 
inyatheiiin, and unbelief^ as the 
root of fuch thoughts u I had bet 
pcring wich » it thereupon hunob! 
and drew me nearer to Chrift. 

-One thing 1 may not here oinit, 
a fety confidciable note for prad 
re Aion. Upon) a certain day, abc 
time, the Lord^i Supper was to be c 
ted by the Chureh at Wefkminfter, i 
fellow (hip of which, I had throug 
mercy obtained adniiffipn. In the 
jng before I went, I had a great ii 
fcdnefs to go« and would have bci 
of any flight hinderance, yet (ftirrei 
confidering H^(. lO. 25. forfak/ i 
afftmbling ofyourfelves togetber, aeth 
Her of fame ie) I went i when I cami 
Mr.Kc/ (the Paltor of that Chiur^ 
sartying on a difooufife | the. fubj 
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which was, SdnQifitd AfftQlons \ in (he 
profccutibn of which, before and after chit 
djty, heipcnt mach time : iThac which he 
fpake thci^ was by (^c prcfence of God^ 
much fctuponoiy heart, hotwithftanding 
the dead frame I zimt thither in. Sermon 
being ended, I went to the place wheit 
theCiurch met to break Bread^ that I 
might likcwife jpartake of tb^t toflitution : 
There God met toe whh greater enlarge* 
mcnt of heart, in the feofe of his rich 
Grace (ct forth in that Ordltnance^ than td 
tKf reinembrance I ever (ud before or 
fince : \t put mc into t deep inourn- * 
ing over aiinful hcait^and inade me pre& 
after a more clear manifefiatioa, df my bet- 
ing at peace with him, by a holy conver- 
fition : To this God gave in a promifii 
ebnrainipg both, MicJ^.y.i^. He wilt 
fubdke nnr inidkirus^ mh4 then mU caft all 
tftir fins int^ the defth of tb$ St a*, To bury 
fin ill the fatisb^on made for it, and td 
Subdue it, in refpo^of the reign of it, arc 
the higheff attainihentt on this fide (tea- 
▼en, where the remains of it Will in \iki 
matintr be removed. 

That petfcfiion itrhich Come prcteddl 
antOi is to comihon obfcrvation an iina^ 
ginery dream : J^oi whiUtWu&OKcvtxW 
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tlons trc compircd to that rule , the U 
tranfgrcflfv^n wh(rcof is Itn v thcifimp 
fcStions are Co fir ffom being conce^Ie 
<8 indeed chcyappctr to be woifcipo 
than the fpo:$ of God*s Children. 

Tiu fc being t^c moft rcmArkable thii 
which I remember did attend my bein( 
Whitihal , I think it my duty to fty foil 
thing ot the mind I brought thither , i 
the change wrought in ic there. 

My birth and education w&s from th 
who had drprndanceupbn the Court of 
late King I whofe fnrerefl was fo mi 
wcvin ;nro his , thst in the late milfera 
Wars they did adhere to him, to the gr 
rcduccmcnt of their Families, of wh 
I being ore , had a deep (hare of fufferi 
and was accordingly imbittcrcd aga: 
the inftrumcnri of if. I came not pnly'c 
of the Country with this miqd, bt 
brought it iiito his Family whp had b< 
a chief infirumcnt of thofc great Chang 
agaiaft whofe pcrfon {f partly upon thcl 
rtierreafon, but piircipally from the ( 
ries I had heard of him ) I had fufHiii 
pre j'ldice. No% that I may xig^t him 
the wropgt have done hi'm in my thoug 
f and It may be in my words too y for 
tlm.s) I j^aiinot Tq ^oxfi/.oaubV} Vcvrc 



'[world withouc dtclairiing what I fouii'd 
from him » wherein » if I could fufH jient4 
ly d:moQftrate bow little I am byafTcdby 
carnal worldly motives , that which 1 
iay J would gain the greater iccrptancc t 
That many of his ^dions had , that cither 
for the matter of thcm,or maner in which, 
or end to which they were done^as to pro* 
voke God to poar conceanpt and fuiFering 
upon him and his in the view of the world 
fince his death , and that moft )ufily ( for 
God d^th nothing un)afily ) is molt evi- 
dent : teaching us to tremble before him 
ftlwayesy Fotcvfn our God Ma confumhg 
fire. Yet noth withAanding « I ihould bury 
thetfuth in unrighteoufne(s , did I hoc 
from many obfervations , declare that he 
wasCin my opinion) a mm of greater Faith 
and Holinefs , than is almoft to be found 
among the fons of men : One , who had 
the ckar .underftanding of Gofpcltrutb^ 
and lived in the power of it ( the timet 
of his furprizal in ftrong temptation excep- 
ted, ) One to whom Chrifi was dear, and 
every thing that fcemed to haye'any thing 
of Chrii ftampt on it , without diAindi- 
ons of this or that Seft. Whence I have 
lieard knowing aien fay ( and I believe 
truly) That Jbc Wal apt to indulge pretea^. 
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itt$ to Holinefs, to the apptrcnt hurt of 
his outward intdrtfi, as featful to beat 
down any thing which God would have 
ftand ? And hath been heard to (ky^ That 
there were few Sed» among Chi ifiians, in 
which fonieching of God was not to be 
found, which mutt not be dcflroyed. How 
(bmeof theoa did requite him, I doubt 
pot but they have had Icifiire (ince tocon- 
iidcr, or will have. 

And as to the C4ufe which he was (6 great 
a patron of, it was Puktick^KiformMtiani 
which when the means to rffcdt it, is vin- 
dicated from chofe )u1i fcandals which 
Piofeflbrs of Relgion have brought upon 
it, I doubt no more of the rcfurre^ion of 
it, than of mine own at the lad day ; And 
when wicked men have tiniflird their 
tranrgreirj^ims, and iili'd their mcafures, 
rhcy ihail receive the reward of them* 
God will judge me very fhortly ^ to what 
I lay herein » and hath judged fome al* 
ready, of whom I fpeak \ and will judgie 
the re(t before another A^c be paft, $ad 
fhat Will r.qr be long : ^to Him therctore, 
and bis righteous Judgement, Ileavc it. 

That wnich I intend to conclude with* 
al, as to my living at Whnthal^ is, the 
iphtnge of piy pradicc in Church-matters^ 

The 
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The ferm I wti bf cd aodcr, wai Epi/- 
irop^ i againft which I had none othct 
mind, than adl pcrfons have againft fhat 
whcfcin they are educated > and of f he 
contiary to which they underftand no- 
thing. ThrS)ciety Icouvcrfcd with tC 
my firft coming to Lonshn^ was, Vmhy^ 
tnigns. That which I clofcd with after I 
came to KTrjIiff fif/f^r, was Con^regationult 
or hdifendent \ for fo they have of late 
been diftingai(hed. The frail m'md of 
man being through ignorance mutable^ it 
is no eafie thing to attain to ftability^ nor 
can it be till Truth fixes ir. I think thofi 
fall under the defer ved charadcr of wa-. 
▼ering minded men, who go forward in the 
waycsof truth^and then return back again • 
that retreat is diftionouraUe : For it was 
not Fauh crrour, to cbsnge bkfr^Sict updn 
C9wvifp»n\ though I have heard that the 
%nki diarge him with t crime in iti and 
to be fure the Jtwi did : Bat with the 
bewitched Galaftans to be^n in the fpirift 
and to feek pcrfeAion by the ^orks of the 
Law, is dangerous Apoiacy* 

To pafifrom Epfevfgcy tomdyUrf^ 
thence to InieftiUincy^ and then (knt 
outward advantage) te return back again^ 
f yea^thoiigh Jthey went 4>at the Sf& fte^l 
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^iU certainly merit no better narme , thaii 
JimC'fcfving' But not to be too ready in 
condemning others i that which I hav< 
to do , is, to aflign the reafon of mine own 
pradice : It is little ofthcfpirit ofdijl^ 
cerningi pretend to^ yet, if I have any 
of the Spirit of Chiifi , and hope oQfter- 
nal Happincfs, I mud not quit z\\ claim to 
it C'from that Ittde of it which I havc^ ]L» 
doprofcfs, I have been acqaainted wiiK 
very Holy Men of all the fore- named dif- 
ferent Perfwarions ^ and have not been t 
little fcandalized at the behav:our of fomc 
of thero towirds their diiTcntmg Breth/eni 
who have little pra^i(ed that Qofpcl 
prace , Forbearance , as dearly command • 
ed in the Word as any other dutie, \t 
is no new or ftrange thing , that there 
fliould be found the cfT.ds of enmity be- 
tween the Seed of the Woman , and the 
Teed of the Serpent: But that Chrift (bc^uld 
b: devidcd , is neither Uwfal,comfortabIe 
nor comely. 

And now to the reafon Why I fate down 
with lad^fendants in ipiritual Communi- 
on , it was , Eccaufe 1 found them agice- 
ing with the other two in all fundtmental 
Podrincs belonging to Salvation; and 
( at leafi as I think J excrciling the power 
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t fthofe piincipks more in pf aAicc ' ' 
I obrervcd , that in their Dodrine thrf. 
(eparatcd betwixt the precious and the 
vile y betwixt regenerate and unregene* 
rate , by the fame rules and notes of di« 
fiinftion. 

Eren fome Epiicopal men did fo, ai^ 
Vfhif and KtyHoUs^ with fome few morei 
and the Presbyterians generally went that 
way : bat then in praftice they call them 
boly , whom in DoArinc they pronounce' 
Pr^pibtfiff^adilDittingthcm to tbofe Gofpcl* 
inftitutions , which are thef eculiarpri?i«^ 
ledges of the Saints. 

« 

And to jttfiiBe what they do, they fetch '■ 
prcfidents from Cor'nutb , and other Chur* 
ches in the Apoftles . times > tuy , they 
travel further , even to the old Church ' 
of the Jii^S'^ to fhew how corrupt a 
Church may be» and yet retain the ef- 
fence of a Church ^ when fuch a fimple 
woman ss I , am apt to think , their time 
would be better fpent in f urging m the 
dd IcaviH^ that the body mi^tbcMnetP 
lump , 1 Cor. 5*7. 

This at an adventure made me cleave 
to them , in whom I foard noofk of that 
fpirit, which from the beginning of my 
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Cbnvetfion, had tdted and comforted 
me. 

. And let. it fufBce, that I can &y aa 
more foe my fcif herein, bectafe I am 
not able te try hard Arguments, or untie 
knotty Controveifics -> plenty of which 
I am told the differences betwixt them 
have afforded. Nay, I muft confeft, 
I yet underftand not what thofe things 
are, that give them their different dencK 
minationSy though I ha?e heard it in de- 
bates often i (b little imprcffion did jit 
kave upon me« 

This only I find, that Efiffofgey (in 
its laft reftimtion) comes attended with 
(iich profdianefi, as the very fight of it 
hath made me rejoyce in the hopes of 
being deiivcKd by death, from beholding; 
thofe judgements which I fear will fall 
upon ibme of my deareft relations^ for 
being too near thofe things. 



And now upon the fad 
of what is herein written, Oh ! you my 
unregenerate unacquaintance (and fnch off 
n^y relations as are in that condition^ 
Ut fnc addreb (baie QsMlions. 
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Tttll me hmfify^ v^bal: tbink, pu 0/ tbk 
ftoryi 

The Naintive I have made of God's 
dealing with me, I (blcfnnly profcfi to 
be in every tittle true, bat not by giuch 
ill that which might have been Ctid , 
I have cau(cd it to be written, in that 
which I account my laft fickncff, if ith 
none other intent, but to give God the 
glory of his dealing with me, and bring 
you to happincft the like w^y. 

Uow^ CM ytn xhtn\ tbat tbk gr#«t v^w^ 
tffM fr^m S^nn ? 

It is true, Satan tempted aiul troubled 
me in my childhood, but I was brought 
to Chritt by it. 

DidS^anintendtbg^j tbtnk^, you f 

'And batb Cbrifl in rt^uitiU rf S^diis 
kfnJnefs tbercin^ rtturntd mi bac\ as « prr- 
/mf to bim f 

Judge, I pray yoii,in your moft retired 
thoughts » for I appeal to your Confci- ^ 
encesfrom your wild diicourfis \ wherein 
out of your natural enmity to Conyerii* 
on, you call it tbtm^y^ and to t holy 
convcriation, which gaines no bettfff ti-> 
tie from you than tb^gtifm^ or (which 
if worfe ) 8cdi$im and Ribtltim \ vdA 



tiM words wherein it is held t}ut » Cm* 

m^ . 

. I 9/i% known to you from roy youth^and 
I appeal to that knowledge yet ^ without 
vain glory'> Was not my whole carriage as 
free fiom oiTcnce , as the generality of 
youth is, if not more free and gaining ? 
. Hew comes it then thgtfinjhouUbe made 
ihm biiftbcMfomc to mc^ when jigujfeintto 
hear it fj lightly ? 

My Soal hath oft mourned for you in 
fccret, Godknows^ and Iwasencoura- 
gcd thereto , bccaufe, for (ome God heard 
mc , and delivered them out of their def* 
per ate il«re. 

Original (in hath dreadfully defaced 
the Principles of Truth , and darkened 
the B;:ams of Light , that occe were in 
mans hearts yet not lb totally , but that 
I dare appeal to the remnants of them in 
you , whether you do not think this (hat 
hath been (aid, is the work of God, bring- 
ing home a loft creature, and leading a 
bhnd (inner in the fiseight way to Life , 
to which your (elves arc Urangcrs i for to 
fuch I fpcak , knowing affiiredly tha the 
generation of the ]u(l j, do eccho to all 
chat I have faid. And that I was raifed 
from the dead by that Power which Chrifi 
himfelf 
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hirTifelfwas raifed , Efhtf. 1.1^^20. and 
am kcpr by no left Povvcr to this rtry 
day. 

And if fo, then , as Vaftll taid to Nchu^ 
chadntzznr y Let my covnfel be accented of 
you ) Brcik oif your tins by Repentance » 
your unbelief by Faith) your fupciftiti- 
on ignorance atid prophancfi y by Puri- 
cy , Integrity^ , and a found undcrlianding 
of the Wayes of God, in his Worfliip. 

You little think how 6ft I have (ought 
God for you herein » wherein, if I obtaia 
anfwtr , I (htll at length meet you as co- 
heirs of the Ren purchafcd by Chrift : 
However the ele^ion of Gdd (hall (Und , 
and he knoweth who arc his. 

Atid let what I have herein declared ^ 
remain upon record , as a wirnefs of what 
God hath done for ibme , and particular- 
ly for me , againft thofc who in defpite of 
all kindes of (caching , whether by word 
or tximDle,do violently purfuc thtir lufis, 
Co their eternal and molt )u(i dcflru^on* 
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